


• For student athletes, the primary consideration with respect to earning COM is maintaining their eligibility if
participating in high school athletics. According to the NCHSAA, students must ensure they are enrolled
and are successful in a number of courses that is at least equal to one less than the maximum number of
courses available per high school schedule. For example, in Union County Public Schools, a student in a
block schedule school must be successful in at least three of four courses. More specific information can be
found at http://www.nchsaa.org/eligibility-presentations-forms-policies.

• According to the NCAA, since the COM procedure does not assign a letter grade, the courses would not be
used in the initial-eligibility process. Please ask your principal, counselor, or athletic director if you have
any questions or concerns about eligibility and the COM process prior to attempting COM.

• At the present time, the North Carolina Academic Scholar seal is not awarded when any course required for
high school graduation is completed via the COM process.

• Community colleges in North Carolina recognize students with a diploma as high school graduates

regardless of the presence of academic or career-technical credits earned via COM. This ensures a student's
ability to enroll in a community college through graduation. Under current policy, a CTE COM credit will
not earn dual credit (only high school credit will be awarded.)

• The University of North Carolina System has traditionally accepted the State Board of Education's authority
to determine how students earn high school credit toward graduation. Students with a diploma from a North
Carolina high school will be recognized as high school graduates regardless of the credits earned via the
COM policy. Minimum admission requirements must be satisfied.

• Students may graduate early based upon credits earned through the COM process.

• Credits earned through COM may not be accepted by outside organizations, such as the NCHSAA, NCCCS,
UNC-GA and NCAA. Each organization will handle COM within its own parameters.

• In addition, some universities in other states may have additional requirements that will not allow Credit by
Demonstrated Mastery.

If you wish to apply for the Credit by Demonstrated Mastery, the application can be found on your school's website 
(under Quick Links) or see your school counselor immediately for an application. Applications must be received by 
your guidance counselor prior to January I I, 2017. Participants will be given a time and location for testing prior to 
February 1, 2017. 

Please contact your school counselor if you have any questions concerning Credit by Demonstrated Mastery. 

Thank you, 

Brad Breedlove 
Director of Secondary Education 
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